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Chen Hongjuan

“Class” is a basic category in Marxist theory and it was one of the key words in twentieth-century

Chinese political culture and social life. An investigation from the perspective of conceptual history of the initial

meaning and the numerous expressions of “class” in the translation of The Manifesto of the Communist Party prior

to 1920 reveals that the concept underwent semantic changes within various cultures. It deviated from its initial

meaning and combined with Chinese culture and reality to produce its Chinese meaning. In addition

the social

function of the concept of “class” proceeded from the feudal ritual system which served as a level of collabora—

tion

The Manifesto of the Communist Party.

to demonstrate the evolution of social differentiation in the process of achieving the Sinification of the text of
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