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Active Citizenship: One Theoretical Way to Analyzing Publicity

XU Ruifang  YE Fangxing
( School of Marxism East China Normal University Shanghai 200241 China)

Abstract: In the context of contemporary political philosophy and public philosophy publicity is an
important and effective perspective to think about and discuss active citizenship. There is an inherent
coupling between publicity and active citizenship. As parts of the political system and its essential
characteristics publicity and active citizenship connect internally and support each other to protect
the stability and prosperity of the political system. In the perspective of publicity the public life
scene is the premise of the sociology which characterizes the “publicity” of active citizenship. And
the public life scene also provides “seedbed” to produce active citizens for the political subject. For
achieving active citizenship the public existence of human being has its fundamental value which
means that human being must enter into the “public” sphere and be a “public” person in the “pub—
lic” sphere. In addition active citizens can effectively undertake the public responsibility given by
the political community consciously take on the duty of promoting political publicity protect the pub—
lic sphere of society and maintain the stability and prosperity of society.
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